
What Do You Need for  
Online Lessons? 

Here’s a list of items that you’ll need to be an effective participant with an online 
learning format: 

1. Your lesson books and music curriculum 
2. Your instrument (if you don’t have an at-home instrument, please let us 

know so we can come up with a workable solution). 
3. Streaming video device (tablet, laptop, phone, etc.). 
4. A plan for holding your device in place (music stand, chair, gooseneck 

device holder, etc.). 
5. Parental helper (depending on age). 
6. As always, a “can-do” and respectful attitude. 

 
Setting Up Your Music Space 

Here’s some helpful hints and tips on setting up your at home lesson space.  

Regardless of the setup you’re choosing, this is BEST done as a combined 
Student and Parent activity so you can properly position camera angles. 

• Set up where there is adequate lighting.  Lighting should always be placed 
behind or to one side of the device being used for video 
conferencing.  You’ll need a chair, a music stand (or something to set your 
music on), and a place to set your streaming device (computer, phone, 
etc.). 

• Try to set up in a place where distractions can be minimized. Setting up in 
a room where no one else will be entering during the lesson is ideal. 

• Using a microphone that plugs into your device can really help the audio 
quality.   

• Wear headphones or earbuds if possible.  This will isolate the sound, 
making the audio much more clear. 

• If you’re using a computer and have access to a direct ethernet 
connection, your bandwith will be much greater, minimizing technical 
difficulties. 



    

General Camera Angle/Device Setup Tips 

• For most instruments, your goal will be to set the chair forward with the 
music stand slightly to one side of the person and the camera/device 
slightly to the other side. 

• Set up the camera/device to where the student’s upper half and especially 
their fingers on the instrument can be seen.  Ideally, simply pointing the 
camera at the student from close to the front can accomplish this.  With 
some instruments, however (piano for example), to get a view of the 
fingers will require a side view from the camera, which will take away the 
ability to see faces. 

• Again, try to set up in a place where distractions can be minimized. Setting 
up in a room where no one else will be entering during the lesson is ideal. 

 



Other Tips 

• You can accomplish a lot even without specific equipment. Be 
creative.  Use pillows, boxes, tables, or whatever you have to create a 
place to view your music and set your camera angle.  For small students a 
stool or box under their feet helps them stay balanced while they practice. 

• One relatively inexpensive solution that works very well for dealing with 
camera angles is a gooseneck holder for your device.  If you choose to 
purchase a holder, make sure you get one that will fit your device* 

• If you are using a laptop for your streaming device, you can use end 
tables, coffee tables, or even flattened music stands to help set your 
camera angle. 

Final Note 

Just like when you first started playing your instrument, if this is your first 
experience with online lessons there is definitely going to be a learning curve. 
There will probably be moments of audio or video lag, and it may take a little 

while to get used to the new environment.  Try to stick with it!  Over a short time 
you will find that you and your teacher will get into a new rhythm just as you have 

done in studio lessons, and you’ll be able to use the tool of online lessons to 
continue your musical journey whenever circumstances require it. 
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